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Wordle 
 
A fun tool this month, which requires a reasonable level of computer confidence.  Warning – it can 
become addictive!! 
 
Open your internet browser and type www.wordle.net in the address bar.  (Be sure to use .net, as 
there are other wordle sites which are not the same.) 
 
A Wordle is a way of creating a ‘cloud’ or ‘word map’ from your text.  There are a few examples on 
the Home Page, or click on Gallery to see a random collection of Wordles.  Below is a simple one we 
created.   

 
To create your own, click on the Create header.  You 
can either paste some text into the first box, or type 
a selection of words. Click ‘Go’ and Wordle computes 
the size of the fonts according to the frequency of 
the words in the text.  To create the example, IT4TT 
and Mendip Times were written 6 times, Computer, 
Genealogy, Internet and e-Bay twice each, and the 
others once.   If you paste text, Wordle ignores ‘the’, 

‘and’ etc.  To keep words together, use the tilde (~) key – eg Mendip~Times. 
 
Once your Wordle has been created, you can change it by clicking the Randomize button at the 
bottom, or use the menus at the top to be more specific about the font, layout and colour.  One 
problem is that, once you have made a change, you cannot go back to the first option.   If you like 
the colour and font, but want to randomise the words, do this through the Layout menu.  Once you 
are happy, click Print.   
 
Not very useful so far, you might think, and there is no way in the Wordle site to save a creation to 
your computer.  However, using the Snipping Tool (if you have Windows Vista or Windows 7) gets 
round this.  If you have never used this, go to the Start menu, type Snipping in the search box, and 
click on Snipping Tool when it is listed.  Your work will look “misty”; click, hold and drag round the 
Wordle, which will then appear in a window, so you can print, save, or paste it into another 
document.  (If you don’t have Snipping Tool, you can use the PrtScn key. When you press it, an image 
of your screen is copied to the clipboard.  This is called a screen capture or screen shot. To print the 
screen capture, you'll first have to paste it into Word, or to edit and save it use Paint or another 
image-editing program.)  Keep saving versions until you have created a Wordle you are happy with. 
 

You may use your Wordle in any way, 
without copyright issues – for example, 
birthday, anniversary, or Christmas cards, 
posters, or put one on your web site.  You 
could also upload the file to Truprint or 
similar to decorate your t-shirt, mug, 
calendar, etc. For this example we typed 
Happy~Christmas 6 times, and pasted the 

text of Silent Night, deleting ‘night’ a few times to decrease its size. 
 
Have FUN! 

http://www.wordle.net/

